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On Sept. 13, university students demonstrated in San Salvador and Santa Ana organized by the
National University of El Salvador to protest inadequate university funding. The demonstrations
were carried out with the full support of university administrators, many of whom participated.
In San Salvador, marches proceeded from the university to the Treasury Ministry. The Defense
Ministry had been notified on the previous day of the peaceful intentions of the marchers.
Nonetheless, large numbers of soldiers and police surrounded the demonstrators. Soldiers harassed
and hit students at the rear of the column until one student angrily turned around and threw some
flyers in the soldiers' faces. At this "provocation" violence broke out. Soldiers fired tear gas and
bullets into the crowd. The violence continued for about 30 minutes. The toll of the violence remains
largely unknown. The Salvadoran government has reported that one policeman was killed, and four
wounded. Some sources have reported that between 60 and 100 students were wounded, between
250 and 350 arrested, and at least nine disappeared. There are also reports that entire busloads
of students traveling to the demonstration were abducted by the military. These reports have not
been confirmed. Next, early reports that several students were killed had not been confirmed as of
Sept. 16. According to the police, the students were responsible for the violence. They claimed they
were fired on from all sides. Foreign reporters, however, have said that the military provoked the
violence. Several foreign correspondents on the scene were forced to lie face down on the ground
and threatened by soldiers who accused them of helping spread lies about El Salvador. Camera
equipment or film carried by some foreign journalists was reportedly destroyed. Unconfirmed
reports indicated that the violence in Santa Ana was more serious. As of the afternoon of Sept. 16,
201 persons had been released from detention in San Salvador. The number of persons remaining
under arrest was unclear. According to the National Police, nine persons will be formally charged
and sent to Mariona prison. Among those to be charged are Antonio Quezada, former president
of AHEUS, and Monica Rodas, a student, who will be charged with the slaying of the policeman.
Eleven foreigners who were present at the incident are being deported. On the same day, soldiers
from the 1st Infantry Brigade surrounded the National Salvadoran Workers Union (UNTS) office
in San Salvador for two hours and attempted to force their way in. The soldiers claimed UNTS was
storing weapons in its headquarters. Workers inside the office managed to keep the soldiers out
until reporters arrived on the scene, and interviewed them through the windows of the building.
The soldiers finally withdrew; no one was hurt or arrested. (Basic data from several sources,
including 09/16/88 report by El Rescate, Los Angeles, Calif.)
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